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!                                 far-reaching effect upon the trade.    The practical man in
'* \                              the rubber factory has often failed to receive justice at the
hands of scientific writers, but those who really know the
trade, its intricacies and its pitfalls, will be slow to condemn
his conservatism. When he is shown half-an-ounce of an
inferior rubber transmuted by up-to-date methods into
Para, his habitual caution arouses a desire to see a ton of it
before giving the discovery the seal of his approval. It may
be a perfectly practical process as far as he known, but he
prefers to adopt a negative attitude until he is satisfied on
all material points. The period of probation, then, must
perforce be somewhat lengthy; but apart from this it may
be taken that, the interest of the manufacturers having now
been aroused, their support and encouragement will continue
to be at the service of those who from one cause or another
are endeavouring to utilise to greater economic advantage
the natural resources of the rubber forests. The improve-
ments which have been already effected in the preparation
of several of the West African brands of rubber will no
doubt in the course of time be extended to others. There
is no good exporting sand, fibre and water, and the practice
of mixing the resinous saps of other trees with the rubber in
order to swell the bulk has certainly no justification. More-
over, the over-heating of the rubber, due to exposure to the
sun's rays, is a source of damage that could no doubt be
largely minimised. At the same time, speaking more par-
f!                               ticularly of mechanical impurities, it is not at all clear that
i/11                               their removal by the exporter is a matter of expediency.
To take a concrete instance, the British manufacturer com-
plains of the amount of sand and fibre which he gets with
the Ceara rubber; he says it ought to be exported in a